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Abstract oF 
Chil dre n's Digest and Societal Trends 

Many writers have observed that the literature of a culture 
reflects the sociopolitical environment of that society. In no 
area of literature is this as evident as in children's 
literature). Many studies have been done to show thiti 
correlation. These studies have confined the analysis to only 
one aspect of children's literature - books. Little has been 
written on children's magazines. 

The purpose of this rei><3^rch project was to determine if, 
like books, the content of children's magazines change to 
reflect current societal trends. The study used the method of 
content analysis and was limited to the analysis of one 
children's magazine, Chi Idren ' s Digest . Certain trends in 
children's literature were indentified through the literature 
search. The purpose of this project was to determine if these 
same changes had occurred in Chi Idren ' s Digest . 

A content analysis study of issues from 1968, 1978 and 1988 
revealed that the content of Chi Id ren ' s D igest has indeed 
changed to reflect current societal trends. Illustrations, 
stories and articles were analyzed. The issues studied were: the 
presence of minority or handicapped persons; the presence of 
social issues such as divorce, environmental concerns and health 
issues; and, sex equality and role stereotyping. 
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 
The turbulent 1960s spawned niciny changes in American 
society. These chan$Jces have carried over into the 1970s and 
1980s. Many writers have observed that the literature of a 
culture reflects the sociopolitical environment of that 
particular socie^ty. In no area of literature is this as evident 
as in children's literature. Many books and articles have been 
written to show thie correlation that exists between societal 
trends and children's liter<^ture. For example, studies have 
shown that in the last thirty years, the roles of women and 
minorities have changed in children's literature. Also, social 
issues such as divorce and environmental concerns are now 
appearing in children's literature. Most studies have confined 
the analysis to only one aspect of children's literature - 
books. Little, if anything, has been written on another area of 
children*s literature., namely, children's magazines. 

Children's magazines have been in existence for many 
years. The earliest magazines, such as The E ncourage r . were 
religious in nature and contained religious writings as well as 
moral i nst ruct ion. i Later magazines began using famous authors 
and illustrators as contributors. These magazines focused on 
providing wholesome entertainment for children. 2 Today's 
magazines cover a wide range of topics from nature, to sports, 
to health. Some are recreational and some are educational. 

As a group, magazines fur childre^n have changed greatly 
over the years. Individual magazines have changed greatly as 
well. The purpose of this research project was to determine 



ir, lik.e books, the contents oF children's ma^a^ines change to 
reflect current societal trends. The study was limited to one 
magazine, ChXL4r©n_ls__Pj,2es^ Certain trends in children's 
books have taken place since the 1960*b and this research 
project was designed to determine iF the content oF Ch i Idren ' s 
Dig est has changed to reflect these same trends. 
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CHAPTER II. THE LITERATURE ElEVIEW 
The literature review revealed two areasj in children's 
literature that reflect current societal trends. The first area 
is in the publishing world. The second area is in the content of 
the literature itfielf. 

T rends in Pu b l ishi ng 

Jean F. liercier, Connie C. Epstein, Regina U. Minudri, 
Lillian Noreen Gerhardt, Sheila A. Egoff and Barbara Elleman 
have written about trends in children *s publishing. Some of 
these trends include: more movie and television tie-ins, more 
retellings of folk and fairy tales, more reprints of classics in 
heavily illustrated editions, a decline in non-fiction and a 
decline in comedies. Instead of humor, more emphasis is being 
placed on ''problem" books. These books hiavo plots that revolve 
around the solution of a given problem such as alcoholism, child 
abuse, divorce, murder, suicide, pregnancy, anorexia nervosa and 
cancer.^ Publishers are also looking for illustrators with 
flashy £^tyles. This no doubt reflects the effects of television 
and movies.^ As one can see, the publir,hers are following 
current trends in American society. 

Content Trends 

Many individual studies have been conducted on the 
contents of childron*s literature. Barbara Flleman has written 
about trends she has identified that rc^f loct the sociopolitical 
environment. These include: an easing of taboo topics; a move 
from group protagonists to individual protagonists* in many 
cases> female; a portrayal of adult women as strong or 
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eccontr.lo» or as working career woiue^n; an increase in stories 
dealing with death and disease; and a concern with everyday 
issues such as sibiini* rivalry, divorce and stepparents. She 
lists sevGjral other trends as well. One resulting: directly Prom 
the 60s is the) recognition of the need for books on minorities. 
There was a surge of material on blacks in the lS?Os. This 
peaked in 1979 and has been declining ever since. & 

The t refitment of minoritos has been an area of much 
concern. Clara 0. Jackson, Karen Patricia Smith, Elizabeth 
Thoman, Charles Harmon, Barbara T. Rollock, Mars:.'.o Alexandre 
Long, Jean St. Clair, Rosalie Black Kiah and Karen Irene Adams 
have written about the treatment of minorities in children's 
books. A study conducted by Janet Miller and June H. Schessinger 
looked at the portrayal of minority characters in the Nancy Drew 
series. They found that the portrayal of minorities has become 
more positive in the books from the 1330s to the lS80s. « 

Another area of much concern is the portrayal of women and 
sex-role stereotyping. Andree Michel 1, Denise Wilms, Katharine 
Everett Bruner, Patricia Roberts, Wilma Holden Dougherty, Laura 
J. Collins, Judith R. Klnman, Katharine H. Heintz, F. Jill 
Fried, Arvi nd P. Dcive and SheiJa Graham Ray have all written on 
the topic of iL-^exism in children's books. Jennifer Newton 
-ecently did a study of Newbery Medal Winners from 1951 to 1.885. 
The study was done to detect possible trends in the books that 
reflect societal changes. Newton found that in the 1970s, 
authors and publishers began using unisex termf3 when possible. 
The myth that gj rls must be married to be happy has been 
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slowly disappearing from the literat.uro, and boys are now 
allowed to show emotion.'?' 

Katharine Heintz conducted a £>tudy of award winning 
children's books. The books examined wore from 1871-1984, The 
number of male and female characters were counted and the 
occupations and activities of each character were evaluated. The 
study revealed that in more recent books, less stereotvping is 
done and girls are shown more frequently than in the older 
books. However, males still outnumber females in frequency of 
appearance and in the number of activities and occupations they 
are involved in. ^ 

Another trend in children's literature that is related to a 
trend in society is a concern for the environment. A study done 
by Kerry Ann Kirk and Jerry Karbon found that more environmental 
content is present in books published <<fter 1970. ^ 

While ci search of the literature revealed many articles 
and research papers on the topic of children's books and 
societal trends, nothing was found that inclua<r";U studies of 
children's magazines and societal trerids. Therefore, this 
research is unique and seeks to explore an area which has not 
been covered before. 
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CHAPTER III. METHODOLOGY 



One children's masazine was exaniinod. Issues from 1968, 



1978 and 1988 wero evaluated to see IF there uas a diffe?ronce in 
content between them. The magazine evaluated was Chi Idre n 's 
Pi gest . 



desagne)d for individual readers. The main function of these 
magazines is recreational, not educat i one^l , although many of the 
activities are meant to inform as well as entertain. Other 
magazines of this type include Child Life, Jack and Jill. 
Humpty Dumpty. C ric ket , and Chickadee. All of these 
magazines appeal to a wide number of readers and incJudo a 
variety of reading activities such as stories, plays, poetry, 
games, puzzles, contests, Jokes, riddles, cartoons, recipes, 
crafts and so on. All of these magazines are written in a light, 
playful tone.io 

Children * s D igest was chosen from this list for several 
reasons. First, a magazine was needed that has been in existence 
for at least three decades. Childrenls Pig est was first 
published in 19l>0, and issues from the lS360s, 1970s and 1980s 
are a va i 1 a b 1 e . Sec o nd , C h. i_i_<ir!.f-^ OJ " _D_i gest see me d to be the best 
in terms of overall quality. While "Jack and Jill and 
H umpty Dumpty circulate more magazines per year, the quality 
of the wr It i ng , the ill ust rat i ons and the layout are poor. 
Ne 1 1 he r are recomme nded for purchase i n Mas^azi nes for 
Libraries, Q^ricket, Cobbl est one and Ch i ckadee wero all 

recommended over ChiLdLr©n*s Di.gest. Unfortunately, these 



Chi idren ' s Dig est belongs to a group of magazines 
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magasiines are fairly recent publications, CTr i cket started in 
1973, C obbles tone in 1380 and Chick adee in 1973. Third, 
Chi Idr en ' s Dig est contains stories, articles and 
illustrations. This broad range helped facilitate a study of 
trends over time. 

There were some limitations to this study. First, only 
stories and cBirticles over two pages in length were analyzed. All 
the illustrations that accompanied these were also analyzed. No 
attempt was made to analyze the numerous games, puzzles and 
letters that also appear in each issue. Finally, r^- ✓her than 
attempt to analyze every minute detail, the study was limited 
to three major categories: s^ex equality and role stereotyping; 
the representation of minority or Handicapped persons; and 
finally, social issues such as divorce, si ngle— parent fami] ies 
and environmental concerns. These three categories were chosem 
because in the literature on children's books and societal 
trends, those are continually mentioned as areas of great change 
in the last thirty years. Since the purpose of this study was to 
determine if the content of this magazine had changed over time 
like the content of books, these three major categories were 
appropr late . 

1-1 1 ua^t ra 1 1 o ns and P hoto g r ap_h s 
Each of the three categories has been evaluated in the 
fol lowing manner. 

SEX F. aU AL I T_Y_ AND STERtZOTYPING . Whe n counting ma 1 o/ f ema 1 e 
ratios, every person in the i 1 1 ust rfit I on or photograph u is 
counted. Characters who wcvre Part of crowd scenes or who were 
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too f-'ar in the diBtance to tell their gender were not counted. 
The frequency of appearance was the unit of measurement. The 
main character (s) in each have been evaluated on the activity in 
which they are engaged. The following activities were counted. A 
brief description of each is given to clarify how the 
illustrations and stories were evaluated. 

Active Activities . This was a b r o ad category a nd 
included any type of physical activity such as walking, driving, 
riding a horse, playing a musical instrument and so on. Some 
i 1 lufc>t rat i ons really did not fit into any category. For example, 
many pictures showed people eating. These were not counted as an 
activity unless someone was serving the food to the rest. There 
were also many "mug shots" whose purpose was to give a portrait 
of the main character. These wore not included as activities 
either. Generally, if an activity involved one of the other 
categories counted, it was counted under that category. For 
example, a character shown playing football would have been 
counted under the sports category, not this one. 

Solving Problem s. A perusal of the text often determined 
whether the characters illustrated belonged in this category. 

E arnin g/ Handling Money . Money needed to be shown in the 
picture. People in an obvious occupation that earns money such 
as policeman were not counted here. These characters were 
included in the occupation category. 

In Spor ts. Sports such as baseball, football and 
basketball were included here as well as fishing and hunting. 
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In Tears or Helple^as^, If characters were in tears or in 
obvious distress they were counted here. 

Co oking, Cl e aning. Other Household Chores . This category 
was very straight forward and is self explanatory. 

In an Occupation . Any character shown in a uniform was 
counted. Also, any characters performing a task for which they 
earned a salary was counted. 

In Control . In illustrations with groups of people (two 
or more), the characters were evaluated to see if anyone 
appeared to be in control. In some cases, the characters were 
shown controlling animals or the forces of nature. These 
characters were also counted in this category. Reading the text 
helped determine what was occurring in the illustrations. 

As Byst an ders . This category was added because there 
were many illustrations where the people were not doing anything 
but watching the action or the main character. This category was 
added to see if proportionally males were shown as bystanders 
moi'e than females. 

REP RESENTATION OF MINORITY AND HANDICAPPED PERS ONS. The 
frequency of appearance was the unit of measure. The activities 
they were involved in were counted with the rest of the 
categories based on male/female gender. Their activities were 
not evaluated, separately. This was done because the issue was 
their representation, not their activities. 

Stories and Articles 

Each of the three categories have been evaluated in the 
f ol lowing manner. 
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Pt^SENCE O F A MINORIT Y OR HA NDICAPPED PERSON. The number 
of minority characters and tho number of handicapped persons 
uere counted. The roles the minority characters played were 
K^valuated to see if they were portrayed as individuals or as 
stereotypes. In order to be counted as a minority figure, the 
person needed to be shown in an American context. For example, 
if a story was a Chinese fairy tale, tho people in the 
illustrations were not counted as minority characters. 

SOCIAL ISSUES . These were evaluated by the absence or 
presence of the issue. P'or example, if a story me^ntioned or 
implied that it was a single parent home, a score of one was 
given tnat issue. If the story mentioned three times that it was 
a single parent home, a score of one was stiJ 1 given. If the 
issue was not mentioned, a score of zero was given. The three 
categories evaluated were: divorce or a si ng le-~parent home; 
environmental concerns such as ecology or conservation, and 
third; health issues such as nutrition, exercise and so on. 

S EX EQUALITY AND ST EREOTYPING . The number of male and 
female characters in the story or article were counted and the 
roles each played in the story evaluated. The purpose of this 
section was to identify if a trend towards sex equality and a 
lessening of stereotyping can be found. The questions asked were 
designed to see if this trend is occurring, not to study in 
detail the treatment of males and females in this magazine. 
Eleven questions were asked. Not all eleven applied to every 
story or article. For example, so4ne of the articles were on 
science topics and did not contain main characters. Also, many 
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of the stories contained no female characters, so the questions 
concerned with the portrayc\l of females were irrelevant. If a 
story mentioned a wife or mother, but that character had no part 
in the story^ then the story was considered to have no female 
characters. The question relating to gender free terms was used 
mainly in the non-fiction articles. Did the writer use terms 
such as *'mank5 nd" or did the writer use more generic terms such 
as "humanity" or "people?" 

The eight issues of Chi l dren *s Digest from 1968 
comprised Group I. The eight issues of Chi 1 d ren ' s Digest from 
1978 comprised Group II, and the eight issues from 1988 
comprised Group III. Each of the twenty-four issues was 
evaluated separately. The findings from the eight issues from 
1968 have been compiled in Appendix A. The results from 1978 
have been compiled in Appendix B, and the results from 1988 have 
been compiled in Appendix C. The numbers shown in these charts 
represent the number of times each issue was counted. The 
results of all three groups have been converted to percentages 
(where applicable) and compiled by topic in Appendix D for 
comparison. 
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CHAPTER IV. RESULTS 
The literature review revealed ?5everal trends in 
children's literature over the last thirty years. Three of these 
trends are: a rise in the representation of minority and 
handicapped characters] a rifje in literature addressing social 
issues, and; an increase in sex equality between males and 
females and a lessening of sex role stereotyping. The results of 
this research project show that these changes have been 
reflected in Chi Idr en's Digest . 

Representation of Mi nority Per sons. The research showed 
that of the twenty-four cover illustrations analyzed, none 
showed rainority figures. However, the illustrations inside the 
magazine showed a slight increase in the representation of 
minorities and a change over the years in the situations in 
which minorities were shown. 

In 1968, only 1% of the people shown in Clii I dron ' s 
D isgest were minorities. The minorities shown w€)re American 
Indians and blacks. In 1978 and 1988, 6% of the people shown 
were minorities. In 1978, the minorities sl^owii were blacks and 
American Indians (Eskimos). The minorities were only shown in 
articles about the minority group. For example, a series was 
written about Jazz music and several blacks were shown in this 
series. Minorities were not shown as be I r^g part of crowd scenes, 
nor were they shown in groups such as classrooms. In 1908, 
representation of minorities had improved somewhat. Blacks wore 
shown as well as Spanish Americans. The blacks were no longer 
confined to articles about blacks. In illustrations showing 
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clasBOs, Bomo of th<=» childrer) depicted wore blc=ick. Several 
bystanders were also black. 

Tho texrt. of the stories and articles in C\\x Id ren ' s 
I) Ijgeat has a greater increase in minority ropres€^ntat i on than 
do the illustrations. In 1966, only 8% of the articles featured 
minority characters. In 19 78, the number Jumped to 16% and in 
1988, the number of minorities reached 21% (Appendix D). 

\^^J? n ©>5 c n ta t_i on of Ha ndic app ed Po rs g ns . Handicapped 
characters were represented even fewer times than minorities. A 
liandicapped person was not shown on any of the covers examined. 
As for the illustrations inside, only one handicapped person was 
shown in a wheelchair in one of the 1988 isaues. 

The text of the r^tories and the articles was not much 
better. In 19B8, there was a fairy tale about a deformed person 
who was made to act as tho court Jer.^ter. I ri lB/8, no ^)andi capped 
persons were prf>sent. In 1888 there was a story about a girl 
whose father was dyslexic- The story told about dyslexia and how 
tho family worked tos?ether to help him. 

The researcli showed that the representation of handiccipped 
persons is still quit low. However, the ropr€5ser»t at i on of 
minorities has increased somewhat since 19B8. Minority 
representation appears to have increased more in the text of the 
majscazine than in the illustrations. Minorities are also being 
pictured in more $^roup situations. 

r yisp nr t\_ofL ^^QC L^^^^ Isfj^ues. The absence or rresence of 
throe social issues was counted. These issiies were: divorce or a 
si njJ:l ti-t)arent home; environmental concerns, and; healtii issues. 
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In 1968 none of these issues were present in the stories or 
the articles. In 1978, divorce and health issues were not 
mentioned. However, there were three articles that discussed 
environmental concerns such as pollution and saving endanj^ered 
species. 

In 1988, nine stories mentioned or implied that a divorce 
had occured or that a single parent was rait^i. ng the family. Five 
of t lie St ori es ment io ned an envi ronmental concern. The bigf^est 
increase was in the area of health issues. Thirteen stories 
mentioned health issues such as nutrition, exercise, the 
importance^ of £>leep, etc. While the increase in health issues 
can be attributed in part to th\e chan^^e in the focus of the 
magazine, there is iio doubt that this shift was the result of 
societal changes and trends in children's 1 i terat ure . ^ 2 

P ^-2L- Equ a 1 i t y _a nd ._ RoJL e St ereo t_yi2 i n g.. This is the area of 
great€>st change over the Iciot thirty years. The number of 
females represented in the magazine has increased dramatically, 
not only in the number of times they are shown in illustrations 
but also in how they are treated in the text of the magazine. In 
1968, males were shown thirsty times on the covers of C hi I dr en ' s 
D i ^e st . Females were shown only five times. In 1378, males were 
shown on t he covers seve n 1 1 mes and one female was shown. In 
1888, the gap narrowed oven fur^ther, males were shown eleven 
times and females were shown eight times. 

The i 1 lust rat i ons i nside the magazi ne showed a t rend 
towards more equal representation as well. Uf the totcil number 
of people shown in 1968, wore males. In 1.968, 69% were males 
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and i. n 1986, B8% were rnaloo. Although maJes ov, 1 .1 1 outnumber 
females, at least the ratio Ib more equal. 

A t^imilar change has occurrGd in the text of the articles 
and St ories as well. In 64% of the stories had males as 

the main character. In fact, b6% of the stories had no feinale 
characters at all. Females were only $?;iven leading roles in B% 
of the stories, in 1976 this shifted more in the girl 's favor. 
70% of the storlei-j had male main chiaractors. The number of 
stories without female characters dropped to 31% and ^irls were 
the lead characters in 2J % of the stories. By 1968, the gap had 
narrowed even further. Males were the main characters in 43% of 
tl"ie stories and articles. Furnales were the main characters in 
36% of the stories. Only b% of the stories had no female 
characters and for the first time, there were two at ories with 
no male ciiar actors. 

The biographies also showed a move towards more equality 
in representation of males and females. In 1968, there wore four 
bi oj,c raphies and all were about males. In 1976, there were throe 
biographies, two on males and one on a female. In 1968, two 
biographies were done, one on a male ^jnd one on a female. 
CI ear 1 y, t hie re hias been a dramat ic shift t owards equal i t y in 
representation but the males still outnumber females. 

Bothi the illustrations and the stories were evaluated for 
stereotyping. The results can be seen in Appendices A-D. Some of 
the major changes include the following. First, in the issues 
from 1U68 and 1978, fejmales^ were never i-ihown in sports 
activities. During these yeart' . b 6% of the males pictured were 
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involved in some type of sport. In 1388, y.% of the females were 
shown involved in sports and 5% of the males were. 

Second, in 1968, ?% of the females were shown in tears or 
helpless. By 1988, this had dropped to 0%. 

Third, males were not shown doin^ household duties in the 
issues from 1968. Q% of the females were shown doing such 
duties. By 1988, 3% of the males were shown doi n^ household 
duties and 4% of the females. 

Fourth, in 1968 the number of males shown in an occupation 
dropped considerably by 1988. In 1968, 20% of the males were 
shown in an occupation. In 1978 only 5% were and in 1988 only 4% 
were. By 1988 the representation of males and females in an 
occupation was nearly even, 4% of the males and 3% of the 
females. 

F-*ifthi, the number of women as bystanders was higher than 
the number of male bystanders during 1968 and 1978. In 1968, 20% 
of the males were shown as bystanders and 28% of the females 
were. In 1978, 14% of the males were shown as bystanders and 23% 
of the females were. By 1988, the numbers had dropped 
considerably in both cases. Males were nhown as bystanders 8% of 
the time and for the first time, females wt .*e shown less 
frequently as bystanders at 2% of the time. 

Sixth, boys are allowed to show more emotion. In 1968, 
boys wore allowed to show emotion in only 1?.% of the stories. In 
1978, tiiey showed emotion in 21% of the stories and by 1988, 
were allowed to show emotion in 2G% of the stories. Boys were 
portrayed in stereotypical male relets ?2% of 
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the time in 1968. In 1976, the number dropped to 42% and by 
1988, boys were being ohown in otereot ypical male roles 21% of 
t he t i me . 

Seventh, the roles of females hiave changed over the years. 
In 1968, the girls were portrayed in stereotypical female roles 
44% of the time. By 1388 the number dropped to 18% of the time. 
In 1968, only 3% of the girls portrayed were valued for their 
Intel legence over their looks. By 1978 this number had risen to 
21% and by 1988, this number had risen to 36%. In 1968 many of 
the females were portrayed very negatively as shrews or selfish 
and heartless creatures. By 1988, the representation of females 
was positive in 49% of the stories and articles. 

In 1968, only 10% of the girls were portrayed as leaders 
in the stories. In 1978, this number rose to 21% and by 1988, 
the number reached 34%. Also, in the issues from 1SB68, the girls 
wore shown as passive and accepting of male leadership 34% of 
the time. This number dropped to 10% in 19V8 and then to 8% in 
1988. 

The W(3men wore shown as having careers other than 
wife/mother in only 2% of the stories in 1968. In 1978, 10% had 
outside careers and by 1888, 18% had other careers. 
Unfortunately the careers the women had aro still very 
stereotypical. Most were teachers and several were stewardesses. 
There wore no females portrayed as doctors or police officers or 
other roles commonly thought to be male roles. 

Finally, in 1968, only 6% of the stories used terms that 
are gender free. In 1978 this number rose to 21% and by 1988 5t 



no 



reached 57%. Clearly, one can see that there haa been a dramati 
change in sex role ctoreotyping in Children ' s Digest > This is 
definitely a reflection of the great changes occurring in 
American society. 



CHAPTER V. CONCIAISION 
The trends that have occurred in children's books due to a 
changing soci opol i t icai en\/i ronment have indeed been reflected 
in the contents of Childr en 's D igest over the last thirty 
years. The representation of minorities has increased slightly, 
especially in the text of the magai^ines, Thie representation of 
handicapped persons is still low but in more recent issues they 
c^re portrayed in less stereotypical roles than in earlier 
issues . 

More c;ocial issues are being mentioned. Issues such as 
health and nutrition are being incorporated Into the stories in 
the later magazines. Also, more families are being shown as 
si ng 1 e- parent families with a mother working to support the 
r ami 1 y. 

Tl"ie most significant change has occurred in the area of 
sex equality and stereotyping. Males are still shown more in the 
illustrations than females but the gap has closed considerably 
between 1B68 and 1968. More stories include both male and female 
characters and more stories have females as the main characters. 
In the issues from 1988, females are shown engaged in sports for 
tho first time. Also, boys are shown doing household chores such 
as cooking almost as often as girls. Boys are allowed to show 
more emotion and act in ways that in the 1960s and 1970s would 
have been considered acting like u sissy. Girls are being shown 
as loaders more and are no longer afj passive and as accepting of 
male domination as before. Women are also portrayed having 
careers outside the home. Unfortunately, the careers the women 



are shown in are still stfiraot yp i cal female careers. Finally, 
there has been a definite trend towards using j^ender free terms 
when possible. 

A future study might cilso include issues of C hi Id ren ' s 
y_i^©st. from 1958. A more in-depth study could also be done in 
whichi tho games, puzzles, poems and short articles are analyzed 
as well as the stories and articles. Alr>o, this type of study 
could bo conducted on other children's magazines to seo if these 
same chanj^es have occurred over tho years. 
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Appondix A 

i—Lj^n-^F^^^-^ ion: 



30 



b 



I MS I De: 



648 



121 



8 



OM/Ci^FR-^o"rE:f=RS SHOWN i n : 
/^ot-is^e: /c^onr I V I "r I e:s: 

SOL-VyiNG F*F^OBL.E:rviS: 

E/^F^NING / Mi^MDL- X MO 
MOMEY: 

IM SF^^OFR'TS: 

I M "TEIi^FRS OF? 
ME L. F=* L lEISS : 

OOOK IMG, OL. EI^M X MO, 
O'r MER MOLJSIEMOL.D 

OMORES: 

OOOLJF=><^"r lOM: 
IM OOM-TFROL.: 



MALES: 1 79 

MPiLES: 16 

MALES: 4 

MALES: 30 

MALES: B 

MALES: 0 

MALES: 135 

MALES: 7.3 

MALES: 134 



FEMALES : 9 

FEMALES: 1 

FEMALES : O 

FEMALES: O 

FEMALES: 9 

FEMAI^ES: 10 

FEMALES: 3 

FEMALES: 2 

FEMAI.ES: 34 



ERLC 



FICTION STORY: 35 ARTICLE: 13 BIOGRAPHY: 4 (All males) 



PRESIiNCE OF niNORlTY/HANniCAPPKD PHRSONS 

1. a minority character preBent ? Yc;£>: 4 No: 48 

2. If so, wore they poT^trayed in a Yci5 : 1 No: 
steraot ypicaJ man nor? 

3. l«iai'. a handicapped character present? Yos : 2 No: bO 



PkOSFNCE OF SOCIAL ISSUES 



1 . 


Divorce or a sinsie parent home? 


Yes: 


0 


No: 




2. 


Env/i ro omental concerns? 


Yes: 


0 


No: 


52 


3, 


Health issues sue hi as nutrition. 


Yes: 


0 


No: 


52 




exercise, drug abuse. . . 












SEX EQUALITY AND STEREOTYPING 










1 . 


W.:.HS t he ma i r \ c: ha r ac t e r ma i e or f e ma 1 e ? 


11: 


42 


F : 


3 


2, 


Was there a female character? 


Yes: 


1 / 


No: 


29 


3. 


We re t lie b o ys p o r t r a yed in 


Yes: 


3K> 


No: 


2 




toreot ypicai male roles? 










4. 


Wert) the boys allowed to show emotion? 


Yes: 


B 


No: 


10 


5. 


Were the girls portrayed in 


Yes: 


>? 


No : 


1 




stereotypical female roles? 










6- 


Were the girls valued for their 


Yes: 


4 


No: 


3 




i nte 1 1 essence rather than their looks? 










7. 


Were the girls portrayed positively? 


Yes: 


12 


Ho: 


B 


8. 


Were> the girls in the story the loaders? 


Yes: 


5 


Nm: 


20 


3. 


Were the girls passive and accepting 


Yes: 


1 7 


No : 


5 




of male leadership? 










10. 


Did the women have careers other than 


Yes: 


1 


No: 


1 7 




housewi f e/mother? 










11 . 


Did the article usr^ terms that are 


Yes: 


3 


No: 


30 



gender f ree? 
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Appondix B 
<3ROLJF=> I I 
L LJSTFR ION: 



1 



I r\is I oe: 



230 



10b 



19 



I rsj SF=>OF?"rs: 

OOOK X MG, OL-^/^M X N G , 

onrMEFR moljse:mol-0 
X rsi AM 

OOOUJF=>/:^nr XOM: 

I rvi ooi\jn~Roi_: 



MALHS: 66 

MALES: 4 

MALES : 2 

MALES: 16 

MALES : 7 

MALES : 1 

MALES : 1 2 

MALES: 3 

MALES: 3b 



FEMALES: 16 

FEMALES: 3 

FEMAL.ES: 0 

E-^'EMALES : 0 

FEMALES: 2 

FEMALES: 8 

FEMALES: 2 

FEMALES: 2 

FEMALES: 24 



ERLC 
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FICTION STORY: 26 ARTICLE: 9 EilOGRAPHY: 3 (1 Female) 



PRKSENCK OF MI NORITY/HANDICAPPRD PERSONS 



1 . 


Wc\f> a minority charaic"ter present? 


Yes : 


b 


KI ^ . 

No : 




2. 


If so, were they portrciyed in a 


Yes: 




No: 


8 




stereotypical manner? 










3. 


Was a handicapped character present? 


Yes: 


0 


No: 


38 




PRESENCE OF SOCIAL. ISSUES 










1. 


Divorce or a single parent home? 


Yes: 


0 


No: 


38 


2. 


Environmental concerns? 


Yes: 


3 


No: 


3b 


3. 


Health issues such as nutrition. 


Yes: 


0 


No: 


38 




exercise, drug abuse. . . 







- 







SEX EQUf^U^ITY AND STEREOTYPING 








1. 


Was the main character male or Female? 


n 


27 


F: 


8 


2. 


Was there a Female character? 


Yes 


21 


No: 


12 


3 . 


Were the boys portraytid In 


Yes 


It) 


IN O : 






stereotypical male roles? 










4. 


Ware the boys allowed to show emotion? 


Yen 


8 


No: 


b 


5. 


Wf>re the S'^irls portrayed in 


Yes 


: lb 


No: 


b 




stereotypical Female roles? 










B. 


Wero the girls valued For their 


Yes 


: 8 


No: 


7 




intellegence rather than their looks? 










7, 


Were the girls portrayed positively? 


Yes 


: 17 


No: 


2 


8. 


Were the girls in the story the loaders? 


Yes 


: 8 


No: 


12 


9, 


Were the girls passive and accepting 


Yes 


: 4 


No: 


4 




oF male leadership? 










10 


. Did the women have careers other than 


Yes 


4 


No: 


9 




housewi Fe/mother ? 










11 


Did the article use terms that are 


Yes 


8 


No: 


4 



«onder Tree? 



ERIC 
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Appendix C 
aF^OLJF> XII 

oosyER 



Ml I MO I nr^Y"/ 

11 8 0 



I MS I OEE 



338 



138 



140 



rvi I MOFR I nr>"/ 

20 



OMi^R/^onrE:F?s sbucdwm im: 

/^0*T"IVXE: /:\CD'T' XK/ XT' Xl^^: 

SOLVIMQ F=^F^OOL_E:rv1S: 

E^F^M IM<3 / MANOL_ IMG 
rvnOME^T: 

IM SF=>OF=Tf'T^S: 

IM "TTEEI/^F^S OR 
Ml=: F> L- ESS : 

OOOK I MO, OI_E/^M X MO, 
OHTMEIFR HiOLJSEMOl_0 
OMORES: 

I M /^M 

OOOLJF=*/^nr lOM: 
IM OOMnrF^OL-: 



MALES: 4B 

MALHS : 1 1 

MALES: 2 

MP\LHS: 18 

MALES : 1 

MALES: 10 

MALES: 12 

MALES: 12 

MALES: 2G 



FEMALES : 32 

FEMALES: 6 

FEMALES: 2 

FEMALES : 6 

FEMALES: O 

FEMALES: 12 

FEMALES: 11 

FEMALES: 13 

FEMALES: ^ 



30 
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FICTION STORY: 24 ARTICLE: 12 BIOGRAPHY: 2 (1 female) 



PRr.SRNCE OF niNORITY/HANDICAPPED PERSONS 

1. Was a minority character present? Yes: 8 No: 30 

2. If so, were they portrayed in a Yes: - No: 8 
stereot yp ical manner? 

3. Was a handicapped character present? Yes: 2 No: 3B 



PEIESENCE OF SOCIAL ISSUES 

1. Divorce or a sinj^l© parent home? Yes: 9 No: 29 

2. Environmental concerns? Yes: 5 No: 33 

3. Health issues such as nutrition. Yes: 13 No: 36 
exercise, drug abxise. . . 



SEX EQUALITY AND STEE^OTYPING 



1. 


Was tl'ie main character male or female? 


M: 


19 


F: 


14 


2. 


Was there a female character? 


Yes: 


26 


No: 


2 


3. 


Were the boys portrayed in 


Yes: 


8 


No: 


11 




stereotypical male roles? 










4. 


Were the boys al lou?ed to show emotion? 


Yes: 


10 


No: 


0 


5. 


Were the j,=;irls portrayed in 


Yes: 


? 


No: 


14 




stereotypical female roles? 










6. 


Wore the girls valued for their 


Yes : 


14 


No: 


0 




intellegence rather than their looks? 










7. 


Were the girls portrayed positively? 


Yes : 


19 


No : 


0 


6. 


Were the girls in the story the leaders? 


Yes: 


13 


No : 


4 


8. 


Were the girls passive and accepting 


Yes: 


3 


No: 


7 




of male leadership? 










10. 


Did the women have careers other than 


Yes: 


7 


No: 


8 




housewife/mother? 










11. 


Did the article use terms that are 

3 ^ ^ ^ O 


Yea: 


22 


No: 


0 



gender free? 



31 



-27- 



APPENDJ.X D 



THEME 


GROUP 
1968 


I 


GROUP 
1978 


1 1 


GROUP 
1988 


III 


TOTAL NUMBER OF 
STORIES AND ARTICLES: 


52 




38 




38 




Biographies 
(Males ) 


4 

( 4 ) 




3 




2 




TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
11 1 USTRATFD • 


778 








O C_) 




PRESENCE OF MINORITY OR 
HANDICAPPED PERSONS 

















1. Was a minority 

character presonf? 


Y 
3% 


N 

92% 


Y 

16% 


N 

86% 


Y 

21% 


N 

79% 


2. If BO, were they 
portrayed in a 
stereotypical manner'? 


Y 

2% 


N 

2% 


Y 


N 

100% 


Y 


N 

3 00$ 


3, Minority persons 
shown on covers: 


0 




0 




0 




4. Minority persons 
shown inside: 


1% 




6% 




6% 




5. Was a handicapped 
ohar^actfit'* or*t^<^f->nt? 


Y 
456 


N 

96% 


Y 
0% 


N 

100% 


Y 
5% 


N 

95% 


6. Handicapped persons 


0 




0 


, ^ 


0 




PRESENCE OF SOCIAL ISSUES 




_, ^ 








. _. . 


1. Divorce or a single 
parent home? 


Y 

0 


N 

100% 


Y 
0% 


N 

1 00% 


Y 

23% 


N 

77% 


2. Environmental concerns? 


Y 
0 


N 

100% 


Y 
8% 


N 

92% 


Y 
13% 


N 

8 


3. Health issues such as 
nutrition, exercise. . , 


Y 
C) 


N 

100% 


Y 
0% 


N 

100% 


Y 

34% 


N 

66% 
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THEME 


Group 
1868 


1 


Group 


TI 


Group 
1988 


III 


SEX EQUALITY AND 
STEFdEOTYPING: 














Number of males/females 
shown on covers: 


M 
30 


F 
5 


M 
7 


F 
1 


M 
11 


8 


Males/ females 

shown in illustrations: 


M 

84% 


F 

16% 


M 

69% 


F 

31% 


M 
58% 


F 

42% 


CHARACTERS 
ILLUSTRATED IN: 














* Act i ve act i vit ies : 


M 
27% 


F 

7% 


M 
26% 


F 

15% 


M 
14% 


F 

10% 


^Solving problems: 


M 

2% 


F 

1% 


M 
2% 


F 

3% 


M 
3% 


F 

2% 


*Earni ng/handl i ng money: 


M 
1% 


F 

0% 


M 
1% 


F 

0% 


M 
1% 


F 

1% 


*In i=\ports: 


M 
5% 


F 

0% 


n 

6% 


F 

0% 


M 
5% 


F 

2% 


*In tears or helpless: 


M 
1% 


F 

7% 


M 
3% 


F 

2% 


M 
0% 


F 

0% 


*Cooki ng , cleani ng , 
household chores: 


M 
0% 


F 

8% 


M 


F 

8% 


M 
3% 


F 

4% 


*In an occupation: 


M 

20% 


F 

2% 


n 

5% 


F 

2% 


M 
4% 


F 

3% 


* I n cent ro 1 : 


M 
4% 


F 

2% 


n 

4% 


F 

2% 


M 
4% 


F 

4% 


* As b ys t a nde r s : 


M 

20% 


F 

28% 


M 
14% 


F 

23% 


M 
8% 


F 

2% 



Cont i nued . . . 
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THEME 


1968 


T 
J. 


1978 


T T 

J. x 


npni IP 
1888 


T T T 
111 


1 . 


Ill A A i" o m A 1 /^V^^4r*ia/^1-c*r» 

WC3r> L> 1 lc7 I lid J. 11 V^llCll Cl\^ U C3 I 


M 


P 
r 


1 1 




M 
i 1 






male or female? 


84% 




70% 


21% 


49% 


36% 


z. . 


Was 'Lhepe a female 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




v^lldl dv^ L> C7 r f 


O H- ^ 


O O /to 




O X ^ 


OO/b 




3. 


Were boys portrayed 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




in stereotypical 


72% 


4% 


42% 


1 0% 


21% 


29% 




male roles? 














4. 


Wore the boyB 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




al 1 owec t o show 




20% 


21% 


13% 


26% 


0% 




emot i o n? 














5. 


Were girls portrayed 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




in stereotypical 


44% 


2% 


39% 


13% 


18% 


36% 




f e ma le roles? 














6- 


Were girls valued 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




i nt e 1 1 i j^e nee over 


8% 


3% 


21% 


18% 


36% 


0% 




looks? 














c . 


Were the girls 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




If* \' > 

y>\j\ L» r ci y t3 \x 


aj 




H H A> 










pos i t i vel y? 














8. 


Wore the girls in 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




the story leaders? 


10% 


40% 


21% 


31% 


34% 


10% 


9. 


Were the girls 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




passive and 


34% 


10% 


10% 


10% 


8% 


16% 




aocep u 1 ng or male 
















leaaersnxp f 














10. 


Did the women have 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




careers other than 


2% 


34% 


10% 


23% 


18% 


21% 




wif e/m.other? 














11. 


Did the article 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 


Y 


N 




use terms that 


6% 


60% 


21% 


10% 


57% 


0% 




are gender free? 
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